B\

Spanish international scientific online conference
PROSPECTS AND MAIN TRANDS IN MODERN SCIENCE

*)

REGIONAL SECURITY ARCHITECTURE IN EAST ASIA: CHALLENGES AND
PROSPECTS FOR COOPERATION

Jasurbek Pulatov
Lecturer of International Relations Department The University of World Economy and Diplomacy

Abstract: A major reason for this is that East Asia is a highly complicated and politically charged
area of the world today and, because of the depth of economic ties among the nations in East Asia, there is no
security structure that can adequately handle the political and security concerns in the region. In this thesis I
have set out to look at major structural barriers to regional security cooperation for East Asia, as well as to
look at the future possibilities of a more stable and inclusive regional security architecture. The analysis of
this thesis is based on major power rivalry, historic legacies, alliance politics and institutions. In examining
the prospects for creating a new, stable and inclusive regional security architecture, I conclude that although
regional cooperation mechanisms do exist; their overall effectiveness is hampered by the ongoing competition
among nations for strategic advantage, and the lack of a st of basic security norms that could allow for the
willful cooperation of nations.

INTRODUCTION

Since the late 1990s, East Asia has gained increasing importance regarding regional
security architecture, due to rapid economic development in addition to great technological
advancement, emerging geopolitical challenges, and resulting from these aforementioned
factors, the development of a regional security architecture. The emergence of unresolved
historical disputes, ongoing territorial disagreements, and the subsequent lack of cohesion
among the nations of East Asia continues to create insecurity and to develop tension within
East Asia.

However, although Europe has developed relatively well-developed frameworks,
through multiple levels of engagement, in contrast, security institutions within East Asia
remain comparatively fragmented and overlapping. In the absence of a cohesive regional
security architecture, many formal bilateral alliances exist. Security arrangements within
East Asia represent numerous fragmented security arrangements, often divided by type,
geography, and other characteristics, and therefore present questions regarding how
effective crisis management and/or negotiations will be within East Asia.

Within this paper, the author will examine the structural and political impediments
to the development of an East Asian regional security architecture and offer suggestions on
how to progress toward promoting collaborative mechanisms for addressing common
security threats or vulnerabilities. The intent of this thesis is to provide an in-depth study
of the reasons for the limited ability of nations in East Asia to cooperate on security
challenges, even though they share the same interests to develop secure and stable
economic growth.

Structural challenges to regional security cooperation
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The ongoing rivalry between great powers is one of the biggest challenges for regional
cooperation on security issues. Much of the current security environment in the region has
evolved out of strategic competition, mostly between the U.S. and China. This great-power
competition creates an atmosphere of zero-sum thinking and strategic distrust between
regional players; therefore it does not encourage collective approaches to the problem of
regional security.

Friendships based on alliances further complicate the security environment. Through
these relationships, the U.S. has established a series of bilateral alliances with partners such
as South Korea and Japan, and the United States' network of security alliances provides the
basis for a strong regional deterrent against common threats; however, these alliance-based
relationships also create imbalances in levels of security commitment among these nations,
hindering the ability to build broad-based multilateral security cooperation. For some
regional players, alliances may be viewed as exclusionary rather than cooperative.

In addition, historical legacies continue to affect perceptions of security among
regional actors. Past memories of colonialism, war, and other aggressions are often
politically charged issues and tend to be raised frequently in political debates among
domestic constituencies. As many of these issues remain unresolved, building confidence
among regional actors has been hampered, and there is limited potential for the
establishment of common regional security norms. As such, it can therefore be concluded
that the limitations on regional security cooperation stem from political considerations,
rather than technical and institutional limitations.

Institutional limitations and fragmentation

While East Asia does have multiple regionally-based institutions, their effect on
regional security governance has been limited. Institutions such as ASEAN (the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations) and ASEAN-led institutions allow for dialogue and
confidence-building but do not have enforcement mechanisms or binding commitments.
The inclusive nature of consensus-based decision-making results in an inability to take
decisive action in crisis situations.

In addition, no particular institution exists in East Asia tasked with comprehensive
security management of the region. Current institutions are focused primarily on
diplomatic dialogue and on economic development, while hard security concerns are not
addressed within formal institutions. This creates a gap in institutional capacity,
encouraging reliance on unilateral and bilateral solutions to addressing security concerns in
East Asia.

The other limiting factor is that numerous political systems and strategic cultures
exist within East Asia, such as varying models of governance, differing perceptions of
threats and national priorities. Because of these differences, it is unlikely that East Asian
nations will reach a consensus on sensitive security issues. Therefore, regional institutions
operate more as forums for discussion than as co-coordinating organizations.

Emerging opportunities for cooperation

Although there remain many challenges, some recent developments indicate limited
opportunities for increased cooperation in Regional Security. Non-traditional security
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issues (climate change, pandemic disease, cyber threats and issues related to the maritime
domain) present challenges to security in East Asia, but they also offer opportunities for
some convergence of interest. By working together on these types of issues, states may be
able to build a foundation upon which trust and increased dialogue can be established.

Additionally, Economic Dependence supports Stability through creating commercial
and Investment relationships. A strong trading and Investment relationship creates an
incentive for states to avoid large scale conflicts and to maintain predictable relations
within their own region. Economic Dependency alone cannot eliminate Security tensions;
rather, it can provide the context in which states are more likely to cooperate rather than
confront.

Finally, a number of middle powers from East Asia are pushing to develop Multilateral
Approaches to Security. These countries will support inclusive dialogue and Confidence-
Building Measures as means of reducing polarization within their region and suggest
gradual Institutional Development. Although the likelihood is that the progress made will
continue to be slow and incremental, the eventual result is likely to be Long-Term Stability.

Prospects for a regional security architecture

It is uncertain if the establishment of a comprehensive and coherent regional security
architecture for East Asia is even possible. Given the current structural constraints
affiliated with this undertaking, such as prevailing asymmetries in power and strategic
rivalries, these factors appear unlikely to change in the foreseeable future; however, this
does not imply a lack of opportunity for cooperation. Rather, it should be seen as an
indication that expectations for progress should be realistic and centered on progressively
and incrementally enhancing levels of cooperation.

The most effective path toward establishing a functional regional security
architecture for East Asia will likely occur through flexible, episodic cooperation with
respect to specific issues rather than through any efforts at comprehensive institutional
integration. Efforts toward establishing measures to build confidence among the nations of
East Asia, by using different forms of transparency and trusting relationships through
improved means of communication in times of crisis, may serve to provide realistic first
steps toward reducing levels of mistrust between East Asian countries.

Political will ultimately dictate the level of success achieved through cooperative
efforts toward developing a regional security architecture for East Asia; without a
commitment to jointly managing competition and preventing escalation between
competitors, institutional reform efforts will fall short of achieving the desired level of
cooperation. Through experience, the nations of East Asia have demonstrated that the
establishment of a regional security architecture reflects much deeper political ties between
East Asian nations than merely a technical arrangement.

Conclusion

While there is increasing political and economic significance for East Asia, its security
environment has remained fragmented and underdeveloped due to factors such Great
Power Rivalry, alliance structures, historical legacies and institutional limitations that
impede regional cooperation.
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Notwithstanding the existence of some non-traditional security opportunities and a
few multilateral dialogue initiatives, these avenues are challenged politically and
structurally.

This dissertation concludes that achieving a sustainable regional security architecture
in East Asia requires a slow, pragmatic strategy that begins with trust-building, managing
competition between regional stakeholders, and developing joint collaborative
relationships based on mutual benefit.

Ultimately, we will find out what the future of East Asian security architecture will
look like when all regional countries are able to balance their own national self-interests
against creating stable environments conducive to collective stability.
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