Spanish international scientific online conference
PROSPECTS AND MAIN TRANDS IN MODERN SCIENCE

REDUCTION AND ELISION IN SPOKEN ENGLISH

Kamola Sayfullayeva To‘xtasinjon qizi
Student of Fergana State university

Annotation: This research examines two important phonetic phenomena in spoken English:
reduction and elision, which are fundamental characteristics of continuous speech. Understanding these
linguistic processes is vital for comprehending how native English speakers naturally produce and interpret
language. The paper presents a theoretical framework for both phenomena, explores their various forms and
the phonological contexts in which they occur, and provides real-world speech examples. The findings
indicate that these processes enhance the rhythm and smoothness of English communication while serving
important functions in making speech patterns simpler and more efficient for everyday interaction.
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu tadqiqot ingliz tilida og'zaki nutqning ikkita muhim fonetik hodisasini
o'rganadi: reduktsiya va eliziya, ular uzluksiz nutqning asosiy xususiyatlaridir. Ushbu lingvistik
jarayonlarni tushunish ona tilida ingliz tilida so'zlashuvchilar tilni qanday tabiiy ishlab chigarishi va talqin
qilishini anglash uchun juda muhimdir. Maqolada ikkala hodisa uchun nazariy asos taqdim etiladi, ularning
turli shakllari va ular sodir bo'ladigan fonologik kontekstlar o'rganiladi, hamda real nutq namunalari
keltiriladi. Natijalar shuni ko'rsatadiki, bu jarayonlar ingliz tilida muloqotning ritmini va ravonligini
oshiradi, shu bilan birga nutq qoliplarini kundalik muloqot uchun soddaroq va samaraliroq qilishda muhim
vazifalarni bajaradi.

Kalit so'zlar:Fonetika, Reduktsiya, Eliziya, Bog'langan nutq, Ingliz tilida talaffuz, Fonologiya,
Tabiiy nutq

AHHOTanus: JlaHHoe ucciedosaHue usyvyaem 08a 8AXCHbIX (HoHemuyeckux
518/1eHUsl YCMHOU peyu 8 QH2AULICKOM si3blKe: pedyKYuio U 3/1U3Ut0, KOmopble 84510mcsl
OCHOBHbIMU  Xapakmepucmukamu  HenpepblgHolU  peuu.  [loHumaHue  3mux
JAUH28UCMUYECKUX NpoYeccos KpaliHe 8a)CHO 0/ OCO3HAHUSI MO20, KAK Hocumeau
aH2/UliCK020 13bIKA eCMecmeeHHbIM 06pa30M Npou3e00sim U UHMepnpemupyrm s3vik. B
cmambe npedcmasieHa meopemuyveckasi 0CHo8a 011 060UX s18/A€HUll, U3Y4armcs Ux
pasauuHsle opmbl U PoHO02UHMeCKUe KOHMEKCMbL, 8 KOMOPbIX OHU NPoucxodsim, a
makxce npueodsmcsi npumepvl peabHbIX pevesblx 06pas3yos. Pezysbmamol
NnoKasevl8arm, 4mo 3mu npoyeccbl NOBbIWAM pumm U 6e210cmb 06WeHUs Ha
aHeAULCKOM s13blKe, NPU IMOM 8bINOJIHSS 8AXCHBIE YHKYUU 8 YNPOWeHUU U NO8bIWEHUU
agpgpekmusHocmu peueswvix modeell 0415 N08CEIHEBHO20 06U eHUS.

INTRODUCTION
The way English is spoken aloud differs markedly from how it appears in writing,
largely because of various sound-related phenomena that affect pronunciation during
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everyday conversation. Reduction and elision play particularly important roles in creating
the smooth, natural rhythm characteristic of spoken English. These mechanisms enable
speakers to maintain conversational pace and naturalness. Roach (2009) notes that
connected speech features—including assimilation, elision, and reduction—are primary
factors explaining why language learners frequently find native speakers difficult to
understand.

Reduction involves weakening vowel sounds or making sounds shorter in syllables
that lack stress, whereas elision involves entirely dropping particular sounds or syllables
when speaking quickly (Kelly, 2000). Both phenomena follow phonological patterns and
commonly occur in English, especially during casual or rapid conversation. Grasping these
patterns matters greatly for linguists, educators, and those learning the language, since they
influence how well people can be understood, how words are pronounced, and how
effectively listeners can comprehend spoken English.

EDUCTION IN SPOKEN ENGLISH

Reduction occurs when vowels in syllables without stress are substituted with the
neutral schwa sound /a/ or become briefer and less clearly articulated. This phenomenon
supports English's stress-timed rhythmic pattern (Crystal, 2008). For instance, in 'I can go’,
the word can typically sounds like /kan/ instead of /kaen/. Likewise, 'to’ shifts to /ta/ when
followed by consonant sounds, such as in 'going to' — /'gouin ta/.

Reduction manifests in two primary forms:

1. The weakening of vowels in unstressed positions (for example, photograph —
photography /fo’togrofi/).

2. The simplification of consonant groupings during rapid speech (for example, next
day — nex day).

This process demonstrates how speakers minimize articulatory effort and achieve
smoother pronunciation. Native speakers employ reduction automatically and without
conscious thought, whereas learners of English as a second language frequently use
complete word forms, which makes their speech sound less authentic (Cauldwell, 2013).

ELISION IN SPOKEN ENGLISH

Elision refers to the dropping of one or more sounds to facilitate easier articulation,
particularly during informal or rapid conversation (Roach, 2009). Sounds frequently
subject to elision include /t/, /d/, and /h/. For example, next please' typically sounds like
/neks pli:z/, with the /t/ removed, and 'friendship’ may be pronounced as /frenfip/ with the
/d/

This phenomenon takes place under particular phonological circumstances:

- When matching consonants appear consecutively (‘black coffee’ — /blaek ofi/)

- When the alveolar stops /t/ and /d/ occur surrounded by other consonants ('last
week' — /la:s wik/)

- In reduced forms of grammatical function words (‘and’ — /on/, 'must be' — /mas
bi/).

Elision supports the continuity and rhythmic flow of spoken English. Brown (2006)
observes that elision naturally results from speakers' attempts to produce smooth and
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economical speech. While it diminishes the precision of individual phonemes, it enhances
overall communicative fluidity and rhythmic quality.

CONCLUSION

Reduction and elision are essential phonetic mechanisms that demonstrate the
flexible and evolving character of spoken English. They show how pronunciation
transforms in continuous speech to preserve fluency and minimize articulatory effort.
Although these processes can create comprehension difficulties for learners whose first
language is not English, mastering them is crucial for achieving authentic pronunciation,
developing effective listening skills, and producing speech with natural rhythm and
Intonation.

From a phonological perspective, reduction and elision demonstrate English speakers’
inherent drive to strike a balance between articulatory economy and communicative clarity.
These processes are not random but follow systematic patterns influenced by factors such
as speech rate, formality level, and the phonetic environment surrounding specific sounds.
Consequently, they not only enhance the naturalness and authenticity of English
pronunciation but also play a role in the ongoing phonological evolution of the language
itself.

Furthermore, these phenomena have significant pedagogical implications. Language
instructors must explicitly teach learners to recognize and produce reduced and elided
forms, as exposure to citation forms alone proves insufficient for developing real-world
communicative competence. Additionally, awareness of these processes can bridge the gap
between classroom learning and authentic spoken discourse, helping learners transition
from understanding carefully articulated speech to comprehending the rapid, connected
speech patterns typical of native speakers in everyday contexts. This understanding
ultimately enables more successful communication and fuller participation in English-
speaking environments.
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