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Abstract: The present study explores the syntactic and stylistic features of English online news texts
within the framework of functional discourse analysis. In recent years, digital media has become a dominant
platform for public communication, where linguistic choices play a crucial role in shaping readers’
perception and interpretation of events (Halliday ¢ Matthiessen, 2014). This research focuses on how lexical
and syntactic devices such as inversion, parallelism, evaluative vocabulary, and nominalization function to
achieve persuasive and informative effects in online news discourse. A corpus of news articles from BBC
News and The Guardian was analyzed to identify the most frequent and contextually significant stylistic
patterns
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INTRODUCTION

In the modern era of digital communication, online news has become one of the most
influential forms of media discourse, shaping public opinion and reflecting social realities
through language (Van Dijk, 2008). The rapid development of internet journalism has led to
significant changes not only in the way information is presented but also in the linguistic
structures that underpin media messages. Unlike traditional print journalism, online news
employs more dynamic, interactive, and stylistically diverse linguistic patterns to attract
readers’ attention and ensure effective message delivery.

The study of syntax and style in media discourse provides valuable insights into how
linguistic choices contribute to meaning construction, persuasion, and ideology formation.

Syntactic structures such as inversion, nominalization, ellipsis, and parallelism,
together with lexical and stylistic devices, function as powerful tools for expressing
evaluation, emphasis, and authorial stance (Simpson, 2004). Within the framework of
functional discourse analysis, these linguistic features are examined not merely as formal
elements but as resources that serve communicative and pragmatic purposes in specific
contexts (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014).This research aims to analyze the syntactic and
stylistic features of English online news texts and to explore their functional-discursive
roles in shaping readers’ perception.

By examining selected articles from BBC News and The Guardian, the study seeks to
identify how journalists strategically employ linguistic forms to enhance clarity,
expressivity, and ideological impact in digital news discourse.

Research Objectives.

L.Identify the most frequent syntactic and stylistic devices used in English online news
articles.
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2.Analyze the functional and discursive roles of these devices in shaping the tone,
perspective, and credibility of media messages.

3.Explore how linguistic variation reflects ideological positioning and communicative
strategies in online journalism.

Methodology.The research is based on a qualitative and functional discourse analysis
approach. A corpus of 40 news articles was selected from BBC News and The Guardian
online platforms, focusing opolitical, social, and economic topics published between 2023
and 2025.

Each text was examined for lexical, syntactic, and stylistic features such as inversion,
nominalization, parallelism, evaluative lexis, and sentence length variation (Fairclough,
1995; Wodak & Meyer,2016). The analysis followed the principles of Halliday’s functional
grammar and Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis to interpret how linguistic forms serve
communicative and ideological functions.

Findings. The analysis revealed that online news discourse is characterized by a
strategic combination of concise syntax and expressive style. Journalists frequently employ
short, declarative sentences for factual clarity, alternating with complex syntactic
structures to provide commentary or evaluation. Stylistic devices such as repetition,
contrast, and evaluative vocabulary enhance the emotional and persuasive force of the text
(Fowler, 1991). Moreover, nominalization and passive constructions are often used to create
objectivity and distance, while inversion and ellipsis increase dynamism and reader
engagement (Biber & Conrad, 2009).

Conclusion.The study concludes that syntax and style play a vital role in constructing
meaning and influencing reader perception in English online news discourse. Through
functional-discursive analysis, it becomes evident that linguistic structures are employed
not only to convey information but also to shape attitudes, reinforce ideologies, and
maintain journalistic credibility.The results of this research may contribute to a deeper
understanding of how media language functions as a powerful social instrument in the
digital era.
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