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Abstract: This article discusses the Children's Crusade that took place at
the end of the 12th and the beginning of the 13th century. It thoroughly
analyzes the causes, stages, and tragic consequences of this movement. This
historical event 1s assessed as one of the greatest tragedies in human history,
driven by religious zeal and social issues. The article aims to study the lessons
of the Children’s Crusade and warn future generations against repeating such
mistakes.
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INTRODUCTION

The Crusades are of great significance in European history, recognized as
the Christians' efforts to liberate the Holy Lands from Muslims. Among these
crusades, the Children's Crusade is one of the most intriguing and tragic
events. This event, which occurred in 1212, brought together religious fervor
and social challenges, leading to one of the largest tragedies in human history.
This article highlights the causes, consequences, historical significance, and
lessons of the Children's Crusade.

Main Body

The Children's Crusade emerged as a result of a complex combination of
religious, social, and political factors. The main causes of this movement
include:

1. Religious sentiments and visions: During the Crusades, religious
sentiments among Christians were extremely heightened. ‘Visionaries’ among
the children (such as Stephen in France and Nicholas in Germany) promoted
the liberation of the Holy Land as the duty of the younger generation.

2. Social inequality: At the end of the 12th and the beginning of the 13th
century, poverty and famine were rampant in Europe. The impoverished and
socially oppressed viewed these crusades as an opportunity to improve their
lives.

3. Influence of clergy: Clergymen of that time conducted propaganda aimed
at the youth, considering their innocence and simplicity to be the strongest tools
for liberating the Holy Land.

[105]

ll".. |ll'.‘
Ry, . 3 _ aaBR Rapy,

.
e ' Vol . i D i —
e S L LL LRI Y ozt | (T i MAAAAA Ann Y Nz



“FORMATION OF PSYCHOLOGY AND PEDAGOGY AS
INTERDISCIPLINARY SCIENCES”

I"=AnLias

In 1212, the Children's Crusade began in France and Germany, involving

thousands of youths. French Stephen declared himself as a person chosen by
God to liberate the Holy Lands. In Germany, Nicholas aimed to lead his
followers to Jerusalem. Both groups embarked on a long and perilous journey
from various regions of Europe.

During the crusade, many children perished from hunger and disease.
Some were sold into slavery, while others lost their way and failed to reach
their destination. Ultimately, only a small number of children made it to the
Near East, but they too faced failure.

The Children's Crusade remains a significant tragedy in human history.
Its main consequences include:

1. Death of children: Thousands of children and youths perished or were
sold into slavery during the crusade.

2. Failure: The crusade failed to achieve any strategic or religious
objectives.

3. Weakness of European society: This event highlighted the social
inequality and religious manipulation prevalent in European society.

The Children's Crusade is one of the most important lessons in human
history. This event underscores the importance of protecting the younger
generation and combating religious and social manipulation. Lessons from
history can help humanity avoid such tragedies in the future.

CONCLUSION

The Children's Crusade is one of the most tragic events in history, showing
how religious sentiments and manipulation affected humanity. This event
reminds us of the importance of protecting and properly educating the younger
generation. Studying historical lessons and drawing correct conclusions from
past mistakes are essential for every society. The Children's Crusade is not only
a tragedy but also a valuable lesson in human history.
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