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Annotation. Jane Austen, a prominent English novelist of the late 18th and early 

19th centuries, is widely recognized for her keen social commentary and masterful 

storytelling. Her works, including "Pride and Prejudice," "Sense and Sensibility," and 

"Emma," explore themes of love, class, and morality. However, the art style of Austen's 

writing, characterized by its wit, irony, and narrative techniques, often invites deeper 

analysis. This article aims to persuade readers that Austen's unique art style not only 

reflects her personal views on society but also serves as a timeless critique of the social 

dynamics of her era. 
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Аннотация. Джейн Остин, выдающаяся английская писательница конца 18-

го и начала 19-го веков, широко известна своими острыми социальными 

комментариями и мастерским повествованием. Ее работы, в том числе 

"Гордость и предубеждение", "Здравый смысл и чувствительность" и "Эмма", 

исследуют темы любви, класса и морали. Однако художественный стиль Остин, 

отличающийся остроумием, иронией и повествовательными приемами, часто 

требует более глубокого анализа. Цель этой статьи - убедить читателей в том, 

что уникальный художественный стиль Остин не только отражает ее личные 

взгляды на общество, но и служит вневременной критикой социальной динамики 

ее эпохи. 

Ключевые слова: романист, повествовательные техники, уникальный 

художественный стиль, произвольность, классовые различия. 

 

Literary Techniques: The Use of Free Indirect Discourse. One of the most 

distinctive features of Austen's art style is her use of free indirect discourse. This 

narrative technique allows the author to present a character's thoughts and feelings 

while maintaining the third-person perspective. By doing so, Austen blurs the lines 

between the narrator and the character, creating a more intimate reading experience. 

For instance, in "Pride and Prejudice," readers gain insight into Elizabeth Bennet's 

internal struggles as she navigates societal expectations and personal desires. This 

technique effectively invites readers to engage with the characters on a deeper 

emotional level, fostering empathy and understanding. 

Moreover, free indirect discourse enables Austen to subtly critique social norms. 

Through the thoughts of her characters, she exposes the limitations imposed by the 

rigid class structure of her time. For example, when Elizabeth reflects on the 
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prejudices she faces due to her lower social standing, Austen highlights the arbitrary 

nature of class distinctions. This artistic choice not only enriches the narrative but also 

challenges readers to question societal conventions, making Austen's work relevant 

even today. 

Irony and Satire: A Reflection of Social Commentary. Austen's art style is also 

marked by her masterful use of irony and satire. Through her sharp wit, she reveals 

the absurdities of social conventions and the hypocrisy of her characters. In "Emma," 

for example, the protagonist's misguided attempts at matchmaking lead to a series of 

humorous misunderstandings. Austen's use of irony here serves to critique the societal 

pressures that dictate relationships and marriage, illustrating the folly of trying to 

manipulate human emotions. 

Furthermore, Austen's satirical portrayal of characters such as Mr. Collins in 

"Pride and Prejudice" exemplifies her ability to expose the ridiculousness of societal 

expectations. Mr. Collins, with his pompous demeanor and sycophantic behavior, 

embodies the absurdities of social climbing. By exaggerating these traits, Austen 

invites readers to laugh at the character while simultaneously prompting them to 

reflect on the societal values that uphold such behavior. This duality of humor and 

critique is a hallmark of Austen's art style, making her work not only entertaining but 

also thought-provoking. 

Characterization: Depth and Complexity. Austen’s ability to create complex, multi-

dimensional characters is another significant aspect of her art style. Unlike many 

authors of her time who depicted women in simplistic terms, Austen's female 

characters are often strong-willed and intellectually curious. Elizabeth Bennet, for 

instance, defies the expectations of her gender by asserting her independence and 

challenging societal norms. This depth of characterization allows readers to connect 

with the characters on a personal level, making their journeys resonate more 

profoundly. 

Moreover, Austen's nuanced portrayal of relationships highlights the intricacies 

of human connection. In "Sense and Sensibility," the contrasting personalities of Elinor 

and Marianne Dashwood illustrate the balance between reason and emotion. Through 

their experiences, Austen explores the complexities of love and familial duty while 

emphasizing the importance of personal integrity. This thematic exploration, coupled 

with rich characterization, showcases Austen's artistic prowess and her ability to 

engage readers in a meaningful way. 

In conclusion, the art style of Jane Austen is a rich tapestry of literary techniques 

that combine to create a powerful social commentary. Through free indirect discourse, 

irony, satire, and complex characterization, Austen crafts narratives that transcend 

time and continue to resonate with modern readers. Her ability to critique societal 

norms while providing relatable characters and engaging stories solidifies her place as 

a master of literary art. As we analyze Austen's work, it becomes clear that her art style 

is not merely a reflection of her time but a timeless exploration of human nature and 
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societal dynamics. By embracing her unique approach, readers are encouraged to 

reflect on their own lives and the world around them, ensuring Austen's relevance for 

generations to come. 
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