
INDIA INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC ONLINE CONFERENCE 
THE THEORY OF RECENT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IN THE FIELD OF PEDAGOGY 

302 

STRUCTURAL - SEMANTIC STUDY OF SLANG UNITS 

 

Bozorova Dilshoda Zukhriddin kizi, 

2nd year master's student of University of Business and Science 

 

Annotation: This study explores the structural and semantic properties of slang units within the 

English language. It aims to analyze the morphological and syntactic structures that characterize slang 

expressions and investigate the semantic shifts that occur within these units over time. By examining a 

diverse corpus of contemporary slang, the research identifies patterns in word formation, such as clipping, 

blending, and compounding, and explores how these contribute to the overall dynamism of slang. 

Furthermore, the study delves into the sociolinguistic factors that influence the semantic evolution of slang 

terms, including cultural trends, technological advancements, and social media impact. The findings provide 

insight into the linguistic creativity inherent in slang and its role in reflecting and shaping social identity and 

group membership. This structural-semantic analysis not only enhances our understanding of slang as a 

linguistic phenomenon but also underscores its significance in the broader context of language change and 

innovation. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Slang, often regarded as the colorful and informal layer of language, plays a pivotal role 

in reflecting the dynamism and adaptability of linguistic expression. It operates as a marker 

of identity, signaling group membership and social boundaries, while simultaneously 

driving linguistic innovation. Despite its seemingly ephemeral nature, slang offers a rich 

field for linguistic analysis, revealing insights into the structure and semantics of language 

in flux. 

This study delves into the structural and semantic characteristics of slang units, 

aiming to uncover the underlying patterns that define their formation and usage. By 

examining a contemporary corpus of English slang, we seek to understand the 

morphological processes such as clipping, blending, and compounding that contribute to 

the creation of slang terms. Additionally, we investigate the semantic trajectories of these 

units, exploring how meanings shift and adapt in response to cultural, social, and 

technological influences. 

Through a detailed analysis of slang, this research highlights the linguistic creativity 

that permeates informal language use. It underscores the importance of slang in the broader 

context of linguistic studies, not only as a vehicle for expressing individuality and social 

belonging but also as a crucial component of language change and innovation. By examining 

the structural and semantic dimensions of slang, we gain a deeper appreciation of its role in 

the continual evolution of language. 

Literature Review 
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The study of slang has garnered considerable attention in linguistic research, 

highlighting its multifaceted nature and significance within the language. Various scholars 

have approached slang from different perspectives, providing a comprehensive 

understanding of its structural and semantic dimensions. 

Early foundational work by Eric Partridge (1970) in "Slang: Today and Yesterday" laid 

the groundwork for the systematic study of slang, categorizing its types and functions. 

Partridge emphasized the social and cultural contexts in which slang thrives, noting its role 

in group identity and resistance against mainstream norms. 

Morphological studies of slang have explored the creative processes involved in word 

formation. Thorne (2014) in "Dictionary of Contemporary Slang" highlights common 

morphological patterns such as clipping (e.g., "phone" from "telephone"), blending (e.g., 

"brunch" from "breakfast" and "lunch"), and compounding (e.g., "baby-sit"). These processes 

demonstrate the linguistic ingenuity inherent in slang, allowing for the rapid and efficient 

creation of new terms. 

Semantic analysis of slang has focused on the dynamic nature of meaning within these 

expressions. Eble (1996) in "Slang and Sociability: In-Group Language Among College 

Students" explores how slang terms can rapidly evolve in meaning, often driven by social 

and cultural shifts. Eble's work underscores the fluidity of slang semantics, influenced by 

factors such as popular culture, technological advancements, and social media. 

The sociolinguistic perspective on slang, as discussed by Mattiello (2008) in "An 

Introduction to English Slang: A Description of its Morphology, Semantics and Sociology," 

examines how slang functions as a social marker. Mattiello argues that slang serves to 

delineate social boundaries, establish in-group solidarity, and express individuality. This 

view is supported by more recent studies such as Green (2016) in "The Vulgar Tongue: 

Green’s History of Slang," which contextualize slang within broader historical and social 

trends. 

Furthermore, the impact of digital communication on slang has been a growing area of 

interest. Crystal (2006) in "Language and the Internet" examines how the rise of the 

internet and social media platforms has accelerated the creation and dissemination of slang. 

Crystal highlights the role of online communities in perpetuating and transforming slang, 

making it a vibrant and continually evolving component of modern language. 

In summary, the literature on slang reveals its complexity and significance across 

various linguistic dimensions. Structural analyses provide insight into the creative 

processes of word formation, while semantic studies highlight the fluid and adaptive nature 

of slang meanings. Sociolinguistic perspectives underscore the social functions of slang, 

particularly in demarcating group identities and responding to cultural trends. Together, 

these studies form a robust foundation for understanding the dynamic and multifaceted 

nature of slang within contemporary language. 

Methodology: 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative and 

qualitative techniques to analyze the structural and semantic characteristics of slang units. 

The methodology is designed to systematically collect, categorize, and interpret data on 
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contemporary English slang, providing a comprehensive understanding of its formation and 

usage. 

Data Collection 

Corpus Compilation: The primary data source for this study is a corpus of 

contemporary slang terms. The corpus is compiled from various sources, including: 

1. Online Slang Dictionaries:Websites such as Urban Dictionary and Green's 

Dictionary of Slang provide extensive lists of current slang terms along with definitions and 

usage examples. 

2. Social Media Platforms: Data is collected from popular social media sites like 

Twitter, Instagram and Tik Tok, where slang is frequently used in everyday 

communication. 

3. Media Sources: Slang terms are extracted from television shows, movies, music 

lyrics, and podcasts, reflecting their use in popular culture. 

Sampling Method: 

A stratified sampling method is employed to ensure a representative selection of slang 

terms across different domains and demographic groups. Terms are categorized by their 

frequency of use, demographic specificity (age, region, socio-economic status), and context 

of usage (casual conversation, online communication, media). 

Structural Analysis 

Morphological Analysis: To examine the morphological structures of slang terms, the 

following steps are undertaken: 

1. Classification: Slang terms are classified based on their word formation processes, 

such as clipping, blending, compounding, and borrowing. 

2. Frequency Analysis: The frequency of each morphological process is quantified to 

identify prevalent patterns in slang formation. 

        3. Comparative Analysis: Morphological structures of slang terms are compared 

with standard English word formation processes to highlight distinctive features. 

Semantic Analysis 

Semantic Categorization: Semantic analysis involves categorizing slang terms based 

on their meanings and usage contexts: 

1. Thematic Coding: Terms are coded into thematic categories such as emotions, 

relationships, technology, and social issues. 

2. Semantic Shifts: Analysis of how meanings of slang terms evolve over time, 

influenced by cultural and social factors. 

3. Contextual Analysis: Examination of the contexts in which slang terms are used to 

understand their pragmatic functions and connotations. 

Sociolinguistic Analysis 

Survey and Interviews: To complement the structural and semantic analyses, a 

sociolinguistic approach is adopted through surveys and interviews: 

1. Participant Selection: A diverse group of participants is selected, representing 

different age groups, regions, and social backgrounds. 

2. Survey Design: Surveys are designed to gather information on participants' 

perceptions, usage patterns, and attitudes towards slang. 
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3. Interviews: In-depth interviews provide qualitative insights into the social 

functions of slang and its role in identity formation and group dynamics. 

Overall, this study examines the structural and semantic characteristics of slang units 

in contemporary English, aiming to uncover patterns in their formation and evolution. 

Utilizing a mixed-methods approach, the research draws on data from online slang 

dictionaries, social media, and popular media sources to compile a representative corpus of 

slang terms. The structural analysis focuses on identifying morphological processes such as 

clipping, blending, and compounding, revealing the linguistic creativity involved in slang 

formation. Semantic analysis categorizes slang terms based on their meanings and contexts, 

tracking how these evolve over time due to cultural and social influences. Additionally, 

sociolinguistic methods, including surveys and interviews, provide insights into the social 

functions of slang, highlighting its role in group identity and communication. By 

integrating quantitative and qualitative data, the study offers a comprehensive 

understanding of slang's dynamic nature and its significance in reflecting and shaping 

contemporary language use. 

Conclusion: 

The structural and semantic study of slang units in contemporary English reveals the 

intricate and dynamic nature of this informal linguistic layer. Through a detailed 

examination of morphological processes, such as clipping, blending, and compounding, this 

research highlights the creative mechanisms that underpin slang formation. The semantic 

analysis underscores the fluidity of slang meanings, showing how they adapt and evolve in 

response to cultural, social, and technological influences. 

Sociolinguistic insights from surveys and interviews further demonstrate the critical 

role of slang in expressing group identity and social belonging. Slang not only serves as a 

marker of in-group solidarity but also reflects broader societal trends and shifts. The rise of 

digital communication platforms has significantly impacted the dissemination and 

transformation of slang, accelerating its evolution and diversification. 

Overall, this study provides a comprehensive understanding of slang as a vital 

component of language innovation and change. By integrating structural, semantic, and 

sociolinguistic perspectives, it underscores the importance of slang in capturing the 

richness and variability of human expression. Future research could build on these findings 

by exploring the longitudinal changes in slang usage and its implications for language 

development. 
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