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INTRODUCTION 

Language is a fundamental aspect of human civilization, serving as a medium of 

communication and a reflection of cultural identity. Turkish and English, two significant 

languages in the world today, have rich histories and have undergone considerable 

evolution over the centuries. This paper aims to provide a brief overview of the 

historical development of both languages, highlighting their unique features and 

influences. 

THE HISTORY OF THE TURKISH LANGUAGE 

The Turkish language belongs to the Turkic language family, which is part of the 

larger Altaic language group. Its roots can be traced back to the 6th century, with the 

earliest inscriptions found in the Orkhon Valley in Mongolia (Daniels & Bright, 1996). 

Old Turkic, the earliest form of the language, evolved into Middle Turkic around the 

13th century, which further branched into various dialects. 

The Ottoman Empire (1299-1922) played a crucial role in shaping modern 

Turkish. During this period, the language absorbed a significant number of words from 

Arabic and Persian due to cultural and administrative influences. The early 20th 

century saw a major reform initiated by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, who aimed to purify 

and modernize the language by replacing Arabic and Persian loanwords with Turkic 

equivalents. This reform led to the establishment of the Turkish Language Association 

in 1932, which continues to oversee language development today (Göksel & Kerslake, 

2005). 

THE HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

English is a Germanic language that evolved from the languages spoken by the 

Anglo-Saxons in the early medieval period. The history of English can be divided into 

three main periods: Old English (450-1150), Middle English (1150-1500), and Modern 

English (1500-present). 

Old English, influenced by Latin and Norse due to the Viking invasions, was 

characterized by a complex inflectional system. The Norman Conquest in 1066 

brought a significant influx of Norman French vocabulary, leading to the development 

of Middle English, which saw the simplification of grammatical structures and the 

adoption of numerous French terms (Baugh & Cable, 2002). 

The transition to Modern English was marked by the Great Vowel Shift (15th-18th 

centuries), which changed the pronunciation of long vowels. The invention of the 

printing press and the subsequent standardization of English helped in the 



 PEDAGOGICAL SCIENCES AND TEACHING METHODS / 2024 – PART 38 / 

 

20 

preservation of the language, further enriched by the Renaissance's revival of 

classical learning, leading to the incorporation of Latin and Greek terms (Crystal, 

2003). 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 

While Turkish and English have different roots and grammatical structures, both 

languages have experienced significant changes due to cultural and historical 

influences. Turkish has evolved from a primarily agglutinative structure to a more 

standardized form through language reform, whereas English has undergone a 

process of simplification and lexical expansion influenced by historical events such as 

invasions and colonization. 

Both languages have also played essential roles in international communication 

today, with English becoming a global lingua franca and Turkish serving as a bridge 

between East and West, reflecting its unique position in Eurasian culture. 

CONCLUSION 

The histories of Turkish and English illustrate the dynamic nature of language 

and its evolution in response to cultural and historical contexts. Understanding these 

developments provides insights into the identities and civilizations they represent.  
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