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SPECIFIC FEATURES OF RIDDLES AND EXPRESSIONS WITH ONOMASTIC
CONTENT IN THE UZBEK LANGUAGE

Ibodova Munavvar

Abstract: This article explores the specific features of riddles and expressions with
onomastic content in the Uzbek language, highlighting their cultural, cognitive, and linguistic
significance. Riddles serve not only as forms of entertainment but also as educational tools
that encapsulate societal values and norms. Onomastic expressions, which include personal
names, place names, and references to historical figures, provide insight into the cultural
heritage and identity of the Uzbek people. Through an analytical framework, this article
examanes the structure and themes of riddles, the role of onomastic content in shaping cultural
concepts, and the implications for cognitive processing and language use. By comparing these
elements with similar constructs in other languages, the article aims to enhance
understanding of the unique characteristics of the Uzbek language and its cultural
expressions.
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AHHOTANMSA: B 0annoti cmamoe ucciedylomes 0cobeHHOCMuU 3a2a00K U 8bIPANCEHUTL
OHOMACMUYECKO20 COOEPICAHU 6 Y30DeKCKOM sA3blKe, NOOYepKUBaemcs ux KylibmypHoe,
NO3HABAMENbHOE U SA3bIKOBOE 3HAYEHUEe. 3a2a0Ku Cayaircam He moJIbKo d)OpMOlZ pasejievenust,
HO U 06pa306amejszblMu UHCMpYMEHmMAMU, Komopsle eoniowiarom 6 cebe coyuailbHovie
yennocmu u Hopmul. OHOMaAcmuyeckue 6blpadicenus, 6KayYawue JIudHble UMeHd,
Zeozpad)uqecmte HA36AHUA U CCBUIKU HA ucmopudeckKue JjudHocmu, oarom npe()cmaeﬂeHue o
KYIbMYPHOM — Hacneouu u  camodovimuocmu  y306exkckozo napooa. C  nomowwio
AHATUMUYECKOU OCHOBbL 8 MO CIAMbe UCCACOYIOMC CMPYKMYPA U MeMbl 3a2a00K, POJlb
OHOMACMUYECKO20 COOEPIHCAHUS 6 (POPMUPOBAHUU KYIbMYPHLIX KOHUENYUll, a Maxice
6/lUAHUE HA KOCHUMUBHYIO 06pa60m1<y U UCNOJIb306AHUE A3bIKA. CpaeHuea}l oamu 31eMeHn1bl
C AHANO2UYHBIMU KOHCMPYKYUAMU 6 Opyeux sA3blKax, CMambvsi Npu3eaHa Yaydulumo
NOHUMAHUE YHUKAJIbHbLX ocobennocmell y36€KCK020 A3bIKA U €20 KYIbNnlypHblX 6blpa9fceHu11.

KnrwueBble cnoBa: 3a2adku, onomacmuieckoe cooepiicanue, KyibmypHoe 3HadeHue,
KocHUMuUBHas — 0bpabomka, JAUHEUCMUYECKUE  OCODEHHOCMU, YCMHASL — Mpaouyus,
6blpAJICEeHUA, KYIbMYPHAA u()eHmul{Hocmb, A3bIKOBAA Uucpa, JUYHbIE UMEHA, MONOHUMDbL,
Qonvrop, cemanmuieckas HeOOHO3HAYHOCTb, COYUATbHbIE YEHHOCTU.

Annotatsiya: Ushbu magolada o‘zbek tilidagi onomastik mazmundagi topishmoq va
thoralarning o‘ziga xos xusustyatlari o‘rganilib, ularning madaniy, kognitiv va lingvistik
ahamiyati yoritilgan. Topishmoglar nafaqat o'yin-kulgt shakllari, balki jamiyat qadriyatlari
va me'yorlarini o'zida mujassam etgan ta'lim vositalari sifatida ham xizmat qiladi. Shaxs

ismlari, joy nomlari, tarixiy shaxslarga havolalarni oz ichiga olgan onomastik iboralar
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o‘zbek xalgqining madanty merost va o‘ziga xosligi haqida tushuncha beradi. Analitik tizim
orqalt ushbu magola topishmoglarning tuzilishi va mavzularini, madaniy tushunchalarni
shakllantirishdagi onomastik tarkibning rolini, shuningdek, kognitiv qayta ishlash va tildan
foydalanishga ta'sirini o'rganadi. Magola ushbu elementlarni boshqa tillardagi o ‘xshash
konstruksiyalar bilan qiyoslash orqali o ‘zbek tilining o ziga xos xususiyatlari va madanvy
ifodalarini tushunishni kuchaytirishga qaratilgan.

Tayanch so‘zlar: topishmoglar, onomastik mazmun, madaniy ahamiyat, kognitiv
ishlov, lingvistik xususvyatlar, og‘zaki urf-odat, iboralar, madaniy o‘ziga xoslik, til o‘yinlari,

shaxs ismlari, ma’nolari, o‘rni. noaniglik, ijtimoty qadriyatlar.

Introduction. Riddles and idiomatic expressions are integral components of any
language and culture, representing not only linguistic but also cultural and cognitive
features of the people who use them. In the case of the Uzbek language, riddles and
expressions with onomastic (name-based) content are particularly fascinating. They
encapsulate the collective wisdom, societal norms, and historical experiences of the
Uzbek people. This article seeks to explore the specific features of riddles and expressions
with onomastic content in the Uzbek language, focusing on their structure, cultural
significance, cognitive aspects, and social functions.

Riddles in the Uzbek language are often short, concise, and metaphorical puzzles
that require a creative interpretation to arrive at the correct answer. They typically
consist of two parts: the riddle itself (the question) and its solution (the answer). The
structure often relies on ambiguity, double meanings, and wordplay.

For instance: Riddle: "Teshikda tosh, ustida tosh, ichida tosh."”

Answer: "Toshbaga" (Turtle).

This example illustrates how riddles employ descriptive imagery to lead to the
solution. Riddles in Uzbekistan often reflect various aspects of life, nature, and everyday
experiences. Common themes include:

* Nature and Animals: Many riddles focus on animals, plants, and natural
phenomena. They often depict characteristics that are universally recognized, making
them relatable across cultures.

e Human Behavior: Some riddles revolve around human actions or traits, portraying
moral lessons or societal observations.

* Objects and Tools: Everyday objects or tools are frequently the subjects of riddles,
linking them to cultural practices and daily life.

Literature review. Riddles, as a form of traditional oral literature, have been a
subject of interest for scholars examining their role in cultural transmission. For
instance, N. N. Doniyorova (2015) emphasizes that riddles in the Uzbek language serve
not only as forms of entertainment but also as vehicles for imparting wisdom and cultural
values. Riddles often reflect societal norms and beliefs, providing insight into the
worldview of the Uzbek people. Various studies, including those by M. S.
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Abdurakhmanov (2016), analyze the thematic elements of Uzbek riddles, categorizing
them into categories such as nature, humanity, and everyday life, thus revealing the
interconnectedness of language and culture. Research focusing specifically on expressions
with onomastic content is relatively sparse, though it is gaining traction. K. I. Pirmatov
(2019) investigates idiomatic expressions that include onomastic elements,
demonstrating their importance in reflecting cultural concepts and collective memory.
The use of names in these expressions often evokes specific traits or values associated
with individuals or locations, enriching the meaning conveyed in everyday
communication. Research into the cognitive aspects of riddles has explored how solving
riddles engages critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills. B. A. Rasulov
(2017) examines the cognitive processes involved in understanding riddles, emphasizing
lateral thinking and semantic interpretation. This perspective offers a lens through which
to view riddles not merely as linguistic puzzles but as cognitive challenges that require
cultural knowledge and contextual awareness.

Analysis and results. The language of Uzbek riddles often employs metaphor,
simile, alliteration, and rhyme. Figurative language adds depth and invites the audience
to think critically. Here’s an example of language play in riddles:

Ruddle: "Chiroyli qizni ko‘rsang, uning ko‘zlari nigobda bo‘ladz.”

Answer: "Yomg“ir" (Rain).

This riddle uses metaphor to describe rain as a beautiful girl whose eyes are hidden,
illustrating the richness of figurative language in Uzbek riddles.

Onomastics is the study of proper names, including personal names, place names,
and other naming conventions. In Uzbek culture, names carry significant meanings and
reflect cultural values, traditions, and historical narratives. Expressions containing
onomastic content often serve as cultural markers. There are various forms of onomastic
expressions in the Uzbek language:

Personal Names: The use of personal names in idioms can convey specific qualities
or traits associated with the individual. For instance, the name "Sodig” (meaning
"faithful") might be used metaphorically to describe loyalty.

Place Names: References to geographical locations in expressions often evoke
cultural memories and historical significance. These can include expressions like
"Samarqanddek" (like Samarkand) to imply beauty or grandeur.

Cultural and Historical Figures: Names of prominent figures from history or folklore
may be employed in sayings to reflect moral lessons or cultural wisdom. For example,
"Zarif" (elegant) can be metaphorically connected with a character known for their
sophistication.

Onomastic expressions in Uzbek serve multiple functions:

e Identity: They reflect cultural identity and heritage, connecting individuals with
their roots and shared history.
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* Communication: These expressions facilitate effective communication, allowing
speakers to convey complex ideas succinctly through cultural references.

* Moral and Ethical Lessons: Many expressions with onomastic content articulate
values, guiding moral behavior and societal expectations.

Riddles and onomastic expressions serve as vehicles for cultural transmission. They
reflect societal values, views on nature, human relationships, and moral principles. By
analyzing them, we can gain insights into the collective consciousness of the Uzbek
people.

In Uzbekistan, riddles and idiomatic expressions with onomastic content contribute
to the preservation of oral tradition. They are often passed down from one generation to
another, maintaining linguistic diversity and cultural richness. This transmission helps
keep the language vibrant and dynamic.

Riddles engage various cognitive processes, including reasoning, problem-solving,
and lateral thinking. Solving a riddle requires the ability to interpret language in a non-
linear manner, recognizing symbolic meanings and connections. The playful nature of
riddles fosters creativity and enhances cognitive flexibility.

The creative language use in riddles and onomastic expressions illustrates the
richness of the Uzbek language. Techniques such as phonetic similarity, syntactic play,
and semantic ambiguity add layers of meaning. This linguistic playfulness is a
fundamental aspect of the humor and intellect embedded in Uzbek culture.

When comparing Uzbek riddles to those in other languages, certain universal
themes emerge. Many cultures utilize riddles as a means of education and entertainment.
However, the specific structures, themes, and cultural references often vary significantly,
revealing the unique worldview of each culture.

A comparative study of onomastic expressions reveals how different cultures
attribute meaning to names. For example, while personal names in Uzbek culture may
draw on historical or familial significance, other cultures may emphasize religious or
national identities through names. This comparison leads to a deeper understanding of
how language and culture interconnect.

Conclusion. Riddles and expressions with onomastic content in the Uzbek language
are rich in cultural, cognitive, and linguistic significance. They reflect societal values and
norms, engage cognitive faculties, and preserve the oral tradition of the Uzbek people.
Analyzing these features not only enhances our understanding of the Uzbek language but
also enriches our appreciation of the diversity and complexity inherent in human
communication. By preserving and promoting these cultural treasures, future
generations can continue to draw wisdom and inspiration from the riddles and
expressions that define their heritage.

Expressions with onomastic content—encompassing personal names, place names,
and references to cultural and historical figures—further enrich the Uzbek linguistic

landscape. These expressions not only signify individual and collective identity but also
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illustrate the interconnectedness of language and culture. They often encapsulate deep
meanings, resonating with the experiences, history, and values of the Uzbek community.
Both riddles and onomastic expressions play an essential role in preserving the
Uzbek oral tradition, ensuring the continuity of cultural heritage across generations. As
vehicles of cultural expression, they elevate everyday language to a level of artistry while
simultaneously serving practical functions in communication and socialization.
Furthermore, the comparative analysis with similar constructs in other languages
emphasizes the unique features and contextual significance of Uzbek riddles and
onomastic expressions. This highlights the diversity and richness of human
communication, showcasing how language can serve as a mirror to the culture it arises

from.
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